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Swap your way to high style

Molly Gilmore 
For The Olympian 
A new season might call for new clothes, but this spring, in stead of going shopping, why
not go swapping?

That's the idea behind 
Swap-O-Rama-Rama, an event 
aimed at reducing mass 
consumption through creativity.

Participants bring a bag of 
unwanted clothes to swap and 
then learn ways to make a silk 
purse out of a sow's ear - or a 
silk purse out of a silk skirt, 
maybe.

"My mom was like, 'It's a do
mestic trap. Don't sew. Do 
something more inspirational or
intellectual.' But it's a good skill 
set to have," said Sasha 
Silveanu, who'll be helping be

ginners learn to sew at the event. "Once you get a few concepts down, the possibilities are
endless."

One of the workshops, taught by knitter-seamstress-dancer Jenny Macc of Olympia, actually
is on how to turn an old skirt into a chic new purse. 

Jennifer Kuhns will teach ways to turn old sweaters into new fashions. And the event will 
feature a silk-screening workshop by Carnival, a student group.

"Both Jennifer Kuhns and Jen ny Macc were really generous in being willing to do
workshops that are also things they make their living with," said Suzanne Reed, who is
organizing the swap. "It's unheard of for someo ne to say, 'Here is something I make and
sell, and I'm going to show you how to make it yourself.' "

There'll be sewing machines available, as well as heaps of clothes that need new life.

Even those who've never sewed are welcome at the event. Silveanu, who recently moved to 
the area from Chicago, will be on hand to help beginners.

"I've been sewing most of my life," she said. "I can show people about machines if they 
don't have them at home and help them with hand-stitching as well, so people have things 
to take home.

"Also, I can help if people need creative advice or suggestions on how to turn a pair of old 
pants into a bag or use sleeves for different purposes."

Silveanu is something of an expert. She makes practical totes out of old boat sails and sells
them at the Shelton Farmers Market.

"It's all about finding new ways to use old materials and keep them living, keep them 
useful," she said. "That's what I practice, and I hope to encourage that for others."

Swap-O-Rama-Rama was started in New York City by Wendy Tremayne.

"Wendy's idea is that she wanted to have consumers take creativity back into their own 
hands and not have clothing end up in landfills," Reed said. "There's a huge amount of c
lothing that ends up in landfills, and synthetics don't decompose, so they're just going to be
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