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By The Associated Press
A fast-moving snowstorm that built in power during the night swept into the Northeast on Friday, 
surprising commuters who had to grapple with slippery roads but delighting schoolchildren who got 
the day off. 

Several inches were on the ground from Virginia to New York, and forecasters warned that some areas 
could get up to 9 inches. 

  

  

  

 

Thousands of salt spreaders and snowplows worked to keep ahead of the mess. 

The weather forced dozens of flight cancellations across the region. In the New York area, LaGuardia 
Airport had about 50 cancellations from 6 a.m. onward, while Newark (N.J.) Liberty International 
reported 93 cancellations. 

In Virginia, at least 32 flights were canceled at Reagan National. At Washington Dulles International 
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Airport, one runway was closed. 

The New York metropolitan area expected 4 to 6 inches of snow before the storm ended in the 
afternoon. By midday, about 5 inches of snow had fallen in Central Park. The city deployed 350 salt 
spreaders ahead of the morning rush. 

New Jersey also had several inches on the ground, especially in central and southern areas, where as 
much as 8 inches was expected. 

Food-supply company worker Chris Colovos had come to Mount Laurel, N.J., from Springfield, Va., 
for a meeting and had to borrow a broom from his hotel to clear his car. 

"I get too confident living in Virginia," he said. "I didn't even pack an ice-scraper." 

Penny Spilane of Toms River tried to get a ride to the grocery store, but all the taxi companies she 
called said nobody was driving. She ended up walking to a 7-Eleven for cigarettes. 

"I have enough food to cover me until tomorrow," she said. "But I can't go without my cigarettes and 
soda." 

In Philadelphia, all public and private schools were closed, and many city offices shut down for the 
day. Six to 8 inches of snow were expected around Philadelphia by Monday afternoon. Plowing and 
salting could not keep up with the heavy fall, and accidents were reported on several major roads. 

In Maryland, more than 2,000 plows and salt trucks worked statewide to clear at least one lane of the 
interstates and major thoroughfares, said state highway spokeswoman Kellie Boulware. 

"We have everything out," said Boulware, whose department watched as predictions escalated from 6 to 
9 inches of snow by late Friday. 

A half foot or more fell on much of Virginia, the National Weather Service said. 

In New York's Central Park, 30 women staged an anti-war protest Friday morning by shedding their 
clothes and lying down in the snow, arranging themselves so that their bodies spelled out the words 
"No Bush." 

"This was exhilarating," declared Heidi Cuppari, 29, owner of a Manhattan pet supply company. "I was 
thinking about all the people who are going to be in war in hellish situations and I thought I could 
take a little snow." 

* __ 

On the Net: 

National Weather Service: http://iwin.nws.noaa.gov 

Intellicast: http://www.intellicast.com

If you want other stories on this topic, search the Archives at latimes.com/archives.
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